
Loudoun Aces 
Baseball Club

Attending 
Doug Sweeney, Fred Peratt, Steve Cowen, Erin Kozikowski, Caldwell Clarke, 
Melissa Miskelly, Mike Pittsman, Jean Shin, Tom Starchville, Jim Sloyer

Minutes 
Doug opened the meeting by welcoming Caldwell Clarke, manager of a new 
9U Aces team. There is also a brand new 8U team, managed by Chad Davis.

Mike Pittsman (CIO) offered an inventory of teams who had updated their 
website rosters and other information, and those who had not. It was noted 
that heading into the fall 2017 season, there would not be an Aces team at the 
13U and 16U divisions, but every other division from 8U to 17U would have a 
team. The 9U division, 12U division, and 14U division each have two teams.

Unfortunately, due to the summer schedule, a clinic from the Aces prior to the 
fall season could not be put together; an attempt at doing a clinic prior to spring 
evaluations will be prioritized.

The group talked through the need for umpires, and CLLL’s attempts at 
incentivizing 12 year-old umpires (and up) to make extra money by pairing up 
with an adult volunteer.

Fred Peratt reported that coaching surveys were sent out at the end of the 
spring season to the Aces’ players’ families; they came back and all had positive 
feedback. The challenge remains to see whether the coaches thought the survey 
results were beneficial as they head into the fall.  Another survey will go out 
after the spring season and annually thereafter.

Erin Kozikowski (branding) reported that the Aces store is close to being open 
for merchandise, and the link will go out to the teams soon. This link will be sent 
via email and will also be available via the Aces’ Facebook site. In addition, she 
reported that the 11U team would be selling Aces blankets as a fundraiser 
again, and these will come in handy in wet and cold weather as they are water 
resistant on one side, with fleece lining on the other.

There will be a search for a new mentoring liaison for the Aces. In the 
meantime, Melissa Miskelly reported that seven Aces teams replied back 
expressing interest in participating in an official Aces-wide mentoring program, 
matching older and younger teams. She said that the mentoring activities could 
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take all kinds of shapes and forms, with the point being getting the boys 
together and having the younger boys look up to the older ones.  There will be 
outreach to the four Aces teams who did not respond to the request to 
participate in the mentoring program – goal is to have all 11 teams participating.

One idea might be to repeat a joint practice such as the one held last spring at 
Riverside H.S. before the fields officially opened for the spring 2017 season. And, 
one big incentive for any high school-aged players (so for 14U, 15U, and 17U) is 
getting service credits through mentoring for their transcripts.

Melissa also thanked everyone for making the first annual Aces family party last 
night (August 26) a success. The Aces Board will be looking at an end of season 
gathering as well as perhaps a holiday get together in December.

Doug turned to the issue of offering Aces scholarships next spring to 1-2 
college-bound former Aces players. Currently, there is enough in the Aces 
account for one $500 scholarship, and it was agreed by others that at least one 
more would be good to have, for a total of $1,000. This amount can be raised 
by a fundraiser, or by having each Aces team donate $100 for this purpose. The 
Board agreed to have each team contribute $100 to the general fund to be 
used towards the scholarship program. 
It could be possible that if enough is raised, the organization could offer one at 
each of the four local high schools, assuming there are enough eligible current 
or former Aces players with a long history of playing for the organization.

Doug discussed the possibility of having sponsorships available as ads on the 
Aces website, similar to what CLLL currently does with their website. He will 
also talk with the CLLL Board to see if the Aces can get a banner on the CLLL 
site due to the frequent and regular contributions the Aces make to CLLL in 
terms of time, effort, and resources.

Steve Cowen reported that there was still ongoing adjustments made on field 
scheduling for the fall, through Jeff Kelman who is still the CLLL scheduler. 
Officially, Aces practice field allocations will start after Labor Day, though some 
have been scheduled for this coming week.

Jim Sloyer reported there were no changes to the field use agreement, and 
there was discussion by the group on what the fees being paid to the county 
were for, especially if many practices were being held at (the privately owned) 
Good Times Park. The upcoming mandatory NVTBL coaches meeting will be 
this Wednesday, August 30, at Westfield H.S.
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Doug brought up that GTP maintenance will continue to be headed by Jim 
DeProspero, and Fred and Caldwell offered to work with Jim Quarantillo (CLLL 
facilities liaison) on what the needs are at GTP in terms of equipment upgrades, 
supplies, and such.

There will be several Aces Board positions available this fall due to members 
rotating off. These members are Jean Shin, Tom Starchville, Kelly Nighland, Jeff 
Shue, and Bobby Ferraro. The Board thanked each member for their service this 
past year. There will hopefully be a representative from each Aces team, 
including the brand new 8U team (Davis) and the second 9U team (Clarke).

The Aces organization’s annual meeting will be scheduled this fall, at a time and 
place TBD. In addition, the CLLL annual meeting will take place on October 16 
to elect new officers/Board members. Aces parents are encouraged to attend 
to vote and if interested, run for office.

New bank accounts have been set up at Capital One for the two new teams:  
Clarke 9U and Davis 8U with Caldwell Clarke designated as a signer for his 9U 
account and Chad Davis a signer for his 8U account.  In addition, a new account 
at Capital One was set up for the Bagby 14U team with Tricia Pittsman 
designated as the signer on that account.

There are now 12 accounts set up at Capital One for the Aces organization, 
one for each of the 11 teams and a general account.  Doug Sweeney, President, 
is the signer on all 12 accounts and a summary of the additional signers is 
below:

8U – Davis
9U – Blanc
9U – Clarke
10U – Quarantillo
11U – Stinnette
12U – Sloyer
12U – Jones
14U – Sweeney
14U – Pittsman
15U – Machado
17U – DeProspero
General – Sweeney
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